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□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: ~" " 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
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ar^7Z^ZT reSPOmB * " imitati ° n UUderArtiCle H ~ referredt ° ^ L ^ QS '^^^^t^ 
the international application as originally fUed/furnished 

(771 the description: 



pages* 
pages*" 



received by this Authority on 
"received by this Authority on 



os originally filed/furnished 



I I the claims: • 
. pages 



pages*_ 
pages*. 



as originally filed/furnished-. 



_ as amended (together with, any statment) under Article* 19 



□ 

the drawings: 



_ received by this Authority on . 
^ received by this Authority on 



pages _ 
pages*_ 
pages*_ 



. received by this Authority on 
.received by this Authority on 



_as originally filed/furnished 



□ the sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
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I the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets 

the sequence listing (specify) : 



I table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) : 



□ 



TOs report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
Se 7^(0^ C ° nSldered to g ° ^ ond *» fil^ as indTcated in the Supplemental Box 

the description, pages 

[71 the claims, Nos. " ' " " 

I | the drawings, sheets 
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Q any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) ; 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims M4 



Claims 



NO 



Inventive step as) Claims *-14 



Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-14 

~ — ^ ■ — jrES 

■ no 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following document has been considered for the purpose of this report. 
D1 : US 548619.6 A1 (MEDCHEM PRODUCTS. INC.) 23 January 1996 

•1. Novelty . ' . '• ' •" '• " 

Claim 1 of the present invention concerns a suture assisting and maintaining apparatus using the 
tension of the suture and comprising a loop sutured 30) threaded through skin wound a 
tightening member(120) for gathering both ends of the threaded loop suture, a pulling 
member(UO) for pulling the loop suture, a housing member(110) f.or housing the pulling member 
and making the loop suture tightened and a locking member(150) for fixing a position of the 
pulling member. 

The closest prior art is given by the document D1. This document discloses(cf. Fig. 1-2 6-9 
abstract, column 5 line 25 - column 6 line 11) an apparatus using the mechanical power of a 
screw for the closure of wide skin defects by stretching skin consisting of a tension bar(82) a 
large knob(81), a reversible lock(85), and hooks(23) connected to each leg(20). 

While the technical feature of claim 1 of the present invention uses the tension of suture for 
stretching of a wound, the most closest prior art D1 uses the mechanical force of a screw. 

Thus, claim 1 is novel under PCT Article 33(2). 

As a consequence, its dependent claims 2-14 are also novel. 
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Continuation of: 




Box No. V 





2. Inventive Step 

Claim 1 of the present invention is intended to present a wound closure assisting and maintaining 
apparatus for maintaining the closure of an open wound. The solution according to claim 1 is a 
loop suture(130) threaded through skin wound, a tightening member(120) for gathering both ends 
of the threaded loop suture, a pulling member(140) for pulling the loop suture, a housing 
member 110) for housing the pulling member and making the loop suture tightened and a locking 
member(150) for fixing a position of the pulling member. 

D1. discloses an apparatus .for stretching an open' wound and the operation mechanism of the 
•invention D1 [ is performed by mechanical, force of * screw. There . ca.n be no inference about 
using a suture .to -stretch an wound- f rom D1.. Since- the structure, operation mechanism and -the 
components .of the present invention are not disciosed or suggested ir> the prior art, claim 1 of the 
present invention is not considered to be obvious to a person skilled in the art with the knowledge 
of the prior art. 

Thus, the invention in claim 1 is inventive under 33(3) PCT.. 

As a consequence, its dependent claims 2-14 are also inventive. 



3. Indutrial applicability 



There is no reason for forming a negative opinion about the industrial applicability of this 
application. Consequently, claims 1-14 appear to meet the requirement of PCT Article 33(4). 
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